
 

Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
April 11, 2018 

 
The Harrisburg City Council met on this date at City Hall, located at 120 Smith St., at the hour of 
6:30pm.  Presiding was Mayor Robert Duncan.  Also present were as follows: 

• Kimberly Downey 
• Mike Caughey 
• Robert Boese 
• John Loshbaugh 
• Adam Keaton 
• Youth Advisor Sarah Isom 
• City Administrator Brian Latta 
• City Recorder/Asst. City Administrator Michele Eldridge 
• Public Works Director Chuck Scholz 
• Finance Officer Tim Gaines 

Absent this evening was Councilor Sarah Puls. 
 
Concerned Citizens:  Everyone present was here for items already on the agenda.   
 
The matter of Approving the Consent List 

• Caughey motioned to approve the Consent List, and was seconded by Keaton.  The 
City Council then voted unanimously to approve the Consent List. The Adoption 
of the Consent List approved the following:  
 1.  The payment of the March 2018 Bills 
            2.  The Minutes of February 28, 2018 and March 14, 2018 

[Recorder’s Note:  The HFRD report was turned in after the creation of the agenda for this 
meeting, and thereby is available as Addendum No. 1] 

 
 

The matter of Approving Ordinance No. 959, "AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF 
BIRCH STREET RIGHT OF WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF HARRISBURG". 
Staff Report:  Latta noted that in March, the City Council held a public hearing in relation to the 
partial vacation of Birch St.  You approved that request subject to this ordinance.  This 
ordinance was prepared by the City Attorney, and the legal description was provided by the 
applicant’s surveyor.   

• Caughey motioned to approve Ordinance No. 959, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A 
PORTION OF BIRCH STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF 
HARRISBURG”, with amendments on the 4th paragraph to correct the spelling of 
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Northwest.  He was seconded by Downey, and the City Council voted unanimously 
to approve Ordinance No. 959, and thereby vacating a portion of Birch St.  
   

The matter of Adopting Ordinance No. 960, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HARRISBURG 
MUNICIPAL CODE 8.05.070". 
Staff Report:  Latta noted to the Council that similar code language to what is proposed 
currently exists for trash bins that are located in City Parks.  However, that language doesn’t 
cover trash receptacles that are outside City Parks.  We have people who are dumping 
household trash in our garbage cans located on City streets.  This fixes that issue.  

• Downey motioned to approve Ordinance No. 960, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
HARRISBURG MUNICIPAL CODE 8.05.070". She was seconded by Loshbaugh.  The 
City Council then voted unanimously to approve Ordinance No. 960, and therefore 
adding a section prohibiting people dumping their household trash in City trash 
receptacles  on publicly-owned land.  
 

The matter of Approving Ordinance No.961, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HARRISBURG  
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 13.20". 
Staff Report:  Scholz said that this amendment is to match our ordinance to state statutes.  The 
only thing different are a few tables that for some reason, changed numbers, and some 
amended wording.  He’s not certain why they made these changes, but we do need to make 
sure that our wording matches.  

• Downey then motioned to approve Ordinance No. 961, "AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING HARRISBURG MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 13.20".  She was 
seconded by Keaton, and the City Council voted unanimously to approve 
Ordinance No. 961, and thereby updating language in the Cross Connection 
Ordinance.  

 
The matter of a Mayoral Proclamation Recognizing the Lifetime Contributions of Dave Malpass  
to the Harrisburg Community. 
Mayoral Proclamation:  Mayor Duncan said that these types of life experiences are 
fascinating, because he never had much of a family.  His father died at 16, and it was a brutal 
existence.  So he watched Dave Malpass, and knew what family is worth, and how he shared 
his life experiences.  As a family that is as prominent as yours is, amongst others in the farming 
community; you are watched, and he has so enjoyed being an observer.  There is something 
that takes place in a community like this that is deep and abiding.  The foundational principles of 
a great man helped to set our community off in a proper direction.  Churches do that as well, 
foundationally.  Dave Malpass enjoyed his family life, and it was a joyous experience.  All of our 
big families like this are seen and watched.  We have an amazing community that is a great 
place to live.  Our kids know and have learned how to work; driving tractors as they grow up.  
People in the big cities, don’t know how, or why we do it.  He is having Councilor Kim Downey 
read the proclamation for him, because he would have difficulty doing so.   

• Downey read aloud the proclamation, which is was in the agenda.  (City Recorder’s 
note:  The Proclamation is available on the City’s website and is also posted at City hall.) 
She added at the end, that he is an amazing man…he still lives.  She said that he was 
far more than what the proclamation states as well. She worked next to him for 7 years, 
and they are like family to her.   

• Mayor Duncan presented the proclamation in a frame to Jane Malpass, and thanked 
everyone who came for this tonight. 

• Jane Malpass said that it was an honor to be here tonight, and the outpouring of support 
from this community has been incredible.  She thanked them for the proclamation.     
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The matter of Proclaiming April 2018 as Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
Mayoral Proclamation: Mayor Duncan has asked Councilor Mike Caughey to read this 
proclamation aloud for him.  

• Caughey read aloud the proclamation, which is also in the agenda.  (City Recorder’s 
note:  The proclamation is also available on the City’s website, and is posted at City 
Hall.)  

• Sarah Helgeson, who is the Program Coordinator for the Linn County Child Abuse 
Network (CAN), was here this evening.  She had already provided pin wheels and 
ribbons for the gazebo here, and invited Council to join them on April 19th.  They will be 
displaying 254 pinwheels, because that was how many child abuse cases they had in 
Linn County in 2017.  Obviously, child abuse is very sad. All of these children are now 
on their way to healing.  They have CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) that 
help them to move on.  She encouraged City Council to think about our lives, and what 
you can do to help kids, or to help stressed out families.   

• Mayor Duncan said that both mental health and child abuse have no political action 
committees; if they did, and were a voting bloc, the politicians would certainly give them 
more attention.  He asked if she had attended school for this.  

• Helgeson said that she had gone to college, and focused on educational non-profits. 
She has been working with kids for a while now.  She added that the first step to getting 
an epidemic reduced is education.  You need to help people get training, have people 
recognize abuse, and help to report that abuse.  You need to know what neglect is, and 
what can be done to correct it.  People need to talk about it openly, and help kids to talk 
about it.  Adults need to tell them that we can see, and hear you.  CASA helps the kids 
by standing by them, while they go through foster care, and are in the system.  They 
work in the best interests of the child.   

• Mayor Duncan asked if she had heard about NEAR Sciences, and Trauma Informed 
Care. 

• Helgeson said that she had, and that absolutely is a trigger for child abuse, if the adults 
have themselves undergone child abuse when they were young.   

• Boese asked if the county had a break down through the County, of where child abuse 
cases are.  

• Helgeson said that they did, and he could contact DHS (Department of Human 
Services), however, there is a layer of confidentiality, so she’s not certain to what point 
he’d be able to get the information he wants.   

• Downey asked if child abuse was linked to mental health issues. 
• Helgeson told her that it’s not limited to any specific grouping of people.   Studies show 

that families with stressors are 2 to 3 times more likely to have child abuse.  It is a factor 
• Keaton added that he was at the school board meeting on Monday.  30% of the kids in 

our school district see a counselor.  The district has only one of those.   
• Everyone thanked Helgeson for coming this evening.  

 
The matter of a Discussion(s) with Other Agencies. 
Sheriff Deputies Report:  Sergeant Greg Klein was present this evening, and summarized the 
report for the month of March, 2018.  They spent 342 hours in Harrisburg, with 71.5 traffic 
hours.  He noted that most of the arrests this last month were due to outstanding warrants.  With 
the firearm that was found last month, they finally identified the owner. The case is still open, so 
he’ll let City Council know how that stands.   
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 Mayor Duncan asked if it was stolen; Sergeant Klein told him it wasn’t.   It was traced to 
the owner.  Mayor Duncan asked if that could have been a concealed weapon, but Sergeant 
Klein said that we wouldn’t know that.  If it was, it was really careless.  A school employee found 
it in the morning, and it could have been there overnight for all they know.  They didn’t see 
anyone other than the teacher who found it.  He added that it would probably be really hard to 
prove that there was intent in leaving it out where kids are.  Council also asked the sergeant 
about the car thefts that we were seeing.  Did he think it was a car thief located in Harrisburg, or 
from elsewhere?  Sergeant Klein said that it’s likely both.  Latta said that when you are running 
traffic, he would like to make sure that we are enforcing moving violations.  Out of 52 traffic 
warnings, 10 of them were moving violations.  He would like to make certain that if they are 
speeding, or running stop signs, especially around schools, that it’s not a good practice to give 
them warnings.  Sergeant Klein said that was a good, constructive item to point out.  He will talk 
with the Captain, and Lieutenant, and we will talk with patrol about that.  Latta said that he was 
really concerned about the safety of children.  People who are having moving violations near 
them are a huge concern.   
 
The matter of Discussing Changes in Recycling Program by Republic Services 
Staff Report:  Latta welcomed Julie Jackson, Municipal Manager for Republic Services, who 
was here this evening.  As we found at the work session last month, from Keaton’s attendance 
at the Linn County Waste Advisory meeting, recycling is undergoing a complete change.  
Republic Services is asking for a rate increase, due to the issues with recycling.  He hasn’t 
prepared the resolution for the proposed increase, because he needs to make sure that what 
they are asking satisfies the requirements in our agreement, and we didn’t know the effective 
date of the increase.  Because Council may not agree with the changes as well, he thought it 
best to wait until the next meeting to bring the resolution.  
 Julie Jackson went in depth about the reasons why China is no longer accepting 
most of the recycling from the United States.  The industry thought perhaps everything would 
blow over, but that hasn’t happened.  Right now, to her knowledge, nothing from the west coast 
is going to China.  They’ve been doing a good job of finding a home for recyclable materials.  
Some are going to Vietnam, Africa, and even to Yemen.  Oregon law states that if it costs waste 
companies more to recycle materials, then they have to go into the landfills.  We used to be paid 
for our recycling materials, but now we are paying for them; the price just went up by another 
$10, so we are now paying $110 a ton to recycle the materials we are picking up.  Our options 
were to add about $2.26 per customer to keep recycling, or to simply stop recycling, and put 
everything in the landfills.  Virtually none of our customers want it going to the landfill.  The 
industry hasn’t done a good job of looking for recycling markets, but the folks who are buying, 
have.  For instance, we do have a plastic recycler in Portland, who takes all the Pepsi bottles 
that are clean, and uses them as raw materials. That’s the level of cleanliness that they need.  
She believes that if we clean it up, we can send it to an overseas market.  Judging from the 
crowd, people are seeing a business opportunity to build those units here.  She thinks there are 
some real opportunities.  If the market rates for recycling improve, then they might go back to 
recycling that way again. (Julie handed out a Recycle Right Flyer (Addendum No. 2), and a 
copy of the newspaper article in relation to inproper materials (Addendum No. 3).   

 Downey said that the garbage trucks in California had one side that was paper, and 
the other side was for bottles.  Had they considered that kind of an approach?  Jackson told her 
that it requires new trucks, and those typically cost $300,000 to $350,000 a piece.  A lot of 
people would like that system.  In the short term, it’s not a good fix.  Downey stated that on the 
agenda, it said that you were looking for a $2 increase per month.  Jackson said that was 
correct. Caughey was disappointed about this situation, because it feels like we are regressing.  
He knows that is not Republic Services fault. He’s just surprised with all the engineering we 
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have in our country, that we don’t have better ideas.  He wasn’t happy with the fact that 
shredded paper wasn’t acceptable anymore.  Jackson said that a little bit of it is fine, but the 
cutting fibers are shorted.  Mayor Duncan asked if you had one small trash can a month, would 
that be acceptable?  Jackson said it generally would be.   She reminded everyone to watch out 
for big packaging.  Latta asked when this would be effective, and Jackson told him June 1st, for 
all their communities.  Downey said that she’s glad that they are giving notice.  Jackson added 
that they will use the call list too.  Council commented on changing the schedule, because of 
these changes; Jackson said that they will be updating the calendars, and are generating more 
handouts, which we can hand out at the Library, and at Ctiy Hall.  Latta asked for a consensus 
from Council, and the consensus was yes, they would support the $2 increase.  Keaton said 
that he has another solid waste meeting in the future, and will bring information back on that.  

The matter of Discussing Entryway Signage/Display Concept 
Staff Report:  Latta said that the Museum had decided to sell the steam engine to another 
buyer, because they could receive more revenue that way.   

• Keaton thought that was understandable. 
• Latta said that there are no hurt feelings.  They’ve offered us some older and unwanted 

tractors; it helps them to clean house so they can get new artifacts.  He included pictures 
with the agenda materials.   

Council considered which of the tractors pictured appealed to them more.  Everyone preferred 
going with the steel wheels, rather than tractors with rubber wheels.  It was narrowed down to 
the Case Tractor.  Caughey really liked that, but reminded everyone to pay attention to the 
implements, especially the large pointy things.  Latta said that he will inform the museum that 
we’ll take the Case, and the plow.  When we put these up, we’ll put a little fence around them.   

Others:   
Linn County Deputy District Attorney Michael Wynhausen was present in the audience, and had 
asked for permission to show a PowerPoint presentation on drug crimes in Linn County.  The 
PowerPoint slides are attached to these minutes.  (Please see Addendum No. 4)  He spoke 
throughout the presentation about issues focusing on methamphetamines, heroin, and 
marijuana, and their effects on legislation.  Some of the issues he highlighted in his 
presentation: 

• How legislature removed pseudoephedrine from over the counter purchases, and how it 
helped to eliminate clandestine labs.  

• The void in the market by the labs leaving has been replaced by drug cartels in Mexico.   
• A lot of their product is brought up I-5, primarily to Salem, and are distributed throughout 

the state.  
• How part of the problem is that the drugs they see now, are pharmaceutical grade, and 

much stronger than what used to be in the market. There is more cutting in with other 
substances that are similar to meth.   

• House Bill 2355 was passed in 2017.  This reduced possession of small quantities of 
heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine, and Ecstasy (MDMA), as well as other controlled 
substances, from felony level crimes to misdemeanors. His belief is that this helped to 
move the cost from the state to the counties.  

• 50% of the overdose deaths in 2015 were due to opiate abuse. 
• How the legalization of marijuana has changed the public landscape.   
• DUII’s involving drugs, and particularly the number affected by the use of cannabis, have 

increased dramatically over the last three years.   
 

• Mayor Duncan asked what the City Council could do for him. 
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• Wynhausen said that in addition to being a prosecutor, he is currently running for Circuit 
Court Judge.  The previous judge retired last year.  A person who had been appointed to 
the position is also running.  In his case, immediately after the previous Judge retired, he 
filed for the position; that was before the Judge running against him was appointed.  He 
encouraged everyone to do their own research.  He’s been a prosecutor for over 20 
years, and has made it his specialty to be competent in all areas of the law.  The judge 
he is running against has worked as a lawyer, practicing, for about a year and ½.  She 
worked for a local law establishment in Eugene for the most part.  She’s a really nice 
lady, and has worked hard to get up to speed.  He applied to be a circuit court judge in 
2010, and came in second to another judge; that person does a great job.  He feels that 
his experience as a prosecutor has a positive impact on the community.  A judge can be 
an agent of change in a community, and is one of the main reasons why he is running to 
be one.  He had materials with him, and invited Council to pick some up them if they’d 
like.  

• Loshbaugh asked what the number of drug deaths was for Linn County again. 
• Wynhausen said that there have been two already in 2018 so far.  In 2017, it was 8.  

Overall, in drug prosecution, DUII’s are the most prevalent.  Neglect and child abuse are 
typically seen with addiction to drugs. They had a case out of Harrisburg in which they 
served a search warrant, because the parents were engaging in drug activity.  The 
discovered over 2000 grams of meth, guns, stolen property, and cash.  The kids were 2 
years and 11 years old.  One of the kids tested positive for meth.  Drugs are insidious 
things….kids fall to the wayside.  They don’t get fed, don’t get taken care of, don’t go to 
school, and are subject to physical & sexual abuse.  Drugs are a huge problem through 
all our counties; until we change the culture, we won’t fix the problem.  He can update 
the City anytime on their efforts.  

• Keaton said that Wynhausen had asked to be present tonight on behalf of his campaign.  
Judges aren’t allowed to ask for donations.  If you are able to help him out, please talk to 
him.  

• Wynhausen added that he has a website with campaign information, and a Facebook 
page.  

• Council thanked him for coming; Downey thanked him for what he does in his job, and 
hoped he could be our Circuit Court Judge in the future.  

 
• Latta said that we are applying for a Transportation & Growth Management Grant (TGM) 

with the State of Oregon.  Chuck will start remodeling on these council chambers in the 
morning; our next meeting will be held in the Senior Center.  

• Eldridge informed Council that the theme this year for the 4th of July is ‘Celebrating Small 
Town America’, and the grand marshal this year is Merlin “Red” Crabb.    

 
With no further business, the City Council adjourned at the hour of 8:14pm.   
 
 
_________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Mayor       City Recorder  
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Trends and their 
Impact on our 
Community 
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   Reduced possession of  small 
quantities of  Heroin, Cocaine, 
Methamphetamine and Ecstacy 
(MDMA), as well as other controlled 
substances, from felony level crimes 
to misdemeanors.  
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 In 1973 Oregon was the first State to 
decriminalize simple possession of  
marijuana. 

 In 1998 voters passed Measure 67, the 
Oregon Medical Marijuana Act. 

 In 2014 voters passed Measure 91, which 
legalized the cultivation and possession of  
marijuana beginning June 1, 2015. 
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