
 

Harrisburg City Council Work Session Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

 
The Harrisburg City Council met in a Work Session on this date at City Hall, located at 120 
Smith St., at the hour of 6:31PM.  Presiding was Council President Mike Caughey.  Also present 
were as follows: 

• Kimberly Downey 
• Don Shipley 
• Robert Boese 
• Sarah Puls 
• Youth Advisor Bo Kelson 
• City Administrator Brian Latta 
• City Recorder/Asst. City Administrator Michele Eldridge 

Absent this evening were Mayor Robert Duncan and John Loshbaugh. 
 
The matter of Council Training on the Topic of Measure 91 – Recreational Marijuana 
The City Council watched a video that was provided by the League of Oregon Cities in relation 
to recreational marijuana.  The City Council discussed the video afterwards.  
 Puls brought up that the OLCC can limit the number of distributors of liquor; will they be 
able to do this for marijuana?  Latta told her that the OLCC was still writing rules in relation to 
that.  It’s likely they will create rules in relation to the location of facilities.  Shipley noted that 
OLCC sellers can’t be closer than 1 mile to each other.  Latta passed out the City of Philomath’s 
ordinance in relation to medical marijuana facilities.  (Please see Addendum No.1)  He noted 
that it’s very well done. 
 Shipley was interested in the LOC’s video, about the ability to opt out; He was 
concerned that someone in Junction City could buy from a distributor, and then come here to 
smoke it. Council discussed that under personal use provisions, a person can’t use marijuana in 
public places, so the deputies will still be treating it as misdemeanor.  Shipley thought that we 
wouldn’t want to opt out, especially if they can buy it in another City, and still use it here at home 
in Harrisburg.  Latta said that he hasn’t looked at the full measure yet.  Shipley said that if we 
opted out, we wouldn’t get the tax dollars.  Latta said that tax scheme was very complex.  The 
law wants to be preemptive of local taxes.  Both Colorado and Washington have less revenue 
than they thought the program would generate.  
 Latta continued, and said that this ordinance is in relation to medical marijuana.  You are 
allowed to create legislation related to time, place, and manner of operations.  They want to 
prevent underage use, and prevent criminal activity.  They especially want to protect the activity 
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in state law from being used as a pretext for trafficking other illegal drugs or activities.  They 
want to prevent violence and the use of firearms, as well as to prevent driving under the 
influence.  The main issue that Council had to keep in mind is that you can’t ask one of these 
businesses to do something that you don’t require from all the other businesses.  For instance, if 
you require insurance from them, you’d have to require it for the other businesses in town.  He 
though it smart to not allow home labs, which could allow extraction of oils, resins, or derivatives 
of marijuana. The facilities have to watch out for air filtration and ventilation, and they can’t 
dispose of garbage in the normal waste stream.  He noted that Philomath doesn’t allow a facility 
to be located within 1500 feet of any schools, or youth facilities.  They also required that it be 
located within 2000 feet of a police department.  
 The City Council discussed that those regulations would really limit where a business 
could be.  Latta added that if there could be properties in town that fit the regulations, but if the 
buildings are occupied, the applicants can’t demand that you make space available for them.  
They would have to wait until the facility became available.  Latta continued with other 
requirements in the ordinance, such as insurance, off street parking, full background checks, 
and examination of books and records.  Puls was wondering why Philomath hadn’t included 
recreational facilities in their ordinance; Latta thought it was because legislature is still working 
on those rules.  Latta said that for now, our business license ordinance will not allow facilities in 
Harrisburg.  The model ordinance doesn’t address home occupations; grow operations, 
recreational facilities, or zoning regulations.  Those are all things that we will want to address.   
 Caughey was in line with that.  He noted that Seattle is looking at closing down half the 
places already operating, because of all the problems with them.  He noted that the rules for 
medical marijuana, even in a state where it was legal, were not sufficient.  While marijuana was 
still illegal at the federal level, Council anticipated that sometime in the future, that will change.  
Latta asked if he should still prepare an ordinance; Council members concurred that they want 
to be prepared by having it in place in the future.  The City Council then briefly discussed the 
use of marijuana; none of them were happy with the legislation; and they were worried about 
how to enforce the regulations.  Latta reminded them that we may have to use nuisance 
ordinances; especially when you are dealing with odors.   
 Boese asked if we would have two ordinances to deal with the different types of facilities, 
but Latta told him that we would likely have only one.  We’d address each type of facility within 
that ordinance.  Boese asked if the attorney had seen this; and was told yes.  Our attorney’s 
thought that the Philomath ordinance was one of the more comprehensive ordinances’ in the 
state.  He will use this as a base for our ordinance.  We do want to create zoning and land use 
regulation in regards to facilities as well. City Council discussed some more of the issues that 
concerned them about marijuana regulation.  Shipley wanted to limit facilities to not be closer 
than 1500’ to another facility.  They continued to talk about the potential locations of future 
facilities.  Latta will continue to work on an ordinance that fits Harrisburg’s needs.  
 
The matter of a Quarterly Report on Progress of Strategic Plan Objectives and Actions 
Staff Report:  Latta said that we adopted the new Strategic Plan for 2015; and he planned on 
providing regular updates to the City Council.  He noted that the objectives for projects in the 
future wouldn’t be on the reports, since we haven’t started them yet.   
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 Council was curious about what Latta was doing in relation to objective 25; with visits to 
local businesses and industries.  Latta told them that he’s started, but he and Caughey will be 
visiting businesses in the future.  He had met with Gheen Irrigation for 2 hours recently; that 
wasn’t in relation to this goal, but it’s the type of visit he would anticipate in the future.  Boese 
was curious about his meeting with Gheen, especially if it was a 2 hour meeting. Latta told him 
that they talked about the project along Hwy 99, their business, and how they were going to 
move everything here in the future.  They were concerned about the limitations of our garbage 
franchise as well; what they wanted to use was cheaper than what Republic Waste charges.  
They had been using a certain company, but Republic Waste called them on it, because they 
have exclusive franchise abilities. They decided to haul it out themselves, rather than paying 
Republic Waste to do so.  The City Council talked about garbage services for a while.  
 Boese noticed that there is nothing on a water treatment facility on the list; Latta told him 
that’s not a project for this fiscal year.   
 
Others: 
 
 Boat Landing: 

• Boese asked about the subject of removing rock from the boat landing.  What had Latta 
discovered?  

• Latta told him that he still hasn’t heard from the Army Corp of Engineers as of yet, and 
explained the issues with the DSL (Department of State Lands) vs. the Army Corp of 
Engineers.  Depending on their response, he plans on contacting our congressmen, in 
order to discuss why they aren’t allowing us to maintain our boat landing.  We are being 
prohibited from economic development in our community because the Army Corp won’t 
allow us to maintain our boat ramp.  He noted that we are halfway there, and he doesn’t 
want to get into a conversation about it until we get some more answers.   

 
Linn County Sheriff’s Agreement  

• Caughey asked how the agreement was coming along.  
• Latta said that they were still negotiating the contract.  He and Caughey had met with 

them about the hour’s disparity.  We were working on a compromise with them.  
 
With no further business to discuss, the Work Session ended at the hour of 8:17PM. 
 
 
_______________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor       City Recorder 

 

Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

3



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

4

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

5

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

6

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

7

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

8

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

9

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

10

Addendum No. 1



Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 27, 2015 

11

Addendum No. 1


	Harrisburg City Council Work Session Minutes 05.27.15
	Addendum No. 1  City of Philomath Medical MJ Ordinance



