
 
City of Harrisburg 

 Public Works Utility III Position 
$22.01 to $28.95 

 
The City of Harrisburg seeks a motivated and hardworking individual to be part of our 
Public Works Team as a Utility III employee. The Harrisburg Public Works employees 
work with the city’s infrastructure including water, sewer, storm sewer, streets and parks, 
as well as maintenance of City facilities.   
 
This employee will be the lead on projects and directs the Public Works crew in the 
absence of the Public Works Foreman. The ideal candidate efficiently and safely 
performs a wide variety of analysis, adjustments, and maintenance tasks to operate and 
maintain wastewater and water treatment plants in compliance with regulatory 
authorities. The incumbent performs a wide variety of routine and semi-skilled tasks 
requiring physical activity and the use of large equipment, motorized machines, power 
equipment, and hand tools.  This position is the most advanced position in a series 
consisting of Utility I, II and III 
 
Utility III Position Minimum Qualifications:  High School Diploma or GED or equivalent is 
required. At least five years related experience in a municipal or special district water 
and sewer systems. Employee must possess the following certifications: 

• Wastewater Treatment 1 
• Wastewater Collection 1 
• Water Distribution 1 
• Oregon Commercial Driver’s license (CDL) or must obtain within 6 months of hire 

 
PW employees must establish and maintain residency within a thirty-minute drive from 
Harrisburg within six months from their date of hire. 
 
The wage scale for a Public Works Utility III position is $22.01 to $28.95 starting on July 
1, 2021.  A generous benefits package includes full insurance coverage.   
 
Please provide a City employment application and resume to the City of Harrisburg, Attn:  
Lori Ross, 120 Smith St., PO Box 378, Harrisburg, OR  97446.  Applications can also be 
faxed to 541-995-9244 or emailed (no encryption) to lross@ci.harrisburg.or.us.  
Applications must be received by 5:00PM on June 30, 2021.  Application packet 
materials may be obtained at City Hall, at 120 Smith St., or online at 
www.ci.harrisburg.or.us.  The City of Harrisburg does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities and is an Affirmative Action/EOE and complies with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Veterans’ preference is provided with a Veterans’ Preference 
Form and submission of a copy of form DD-214 or 215 (Copy 4).  
 
City Website:  June 11, 2021 
Publish: June 24, 2021  

mailto:lross@ci.harrisburg.or.us
http://www.ci.harrisburg.or.us/


        
Public Works Utility Ill 

Position Description 
 
 

Reports to:  Public Works Foreman  
 
Job Summary:  This employee, under the guidance of the Public Works Foreman, 
efficiently and safely performs a wide variety of analysis, adjustments, and maintenance 
tasks to operate and maintain wastewater and water treatment plants in compliance with 
governing authorities. The incumbent performs a wide variety of routine and semi-skilled 
tasks requiring physical activity and the use of large equipment, motorized machines, 
power equipment, and hand tools.  This position is the most advanced position in a 
series consisting of Utility I, II and III 
 
Supervisory Responsibility:  This employee will be the lead on projects and direct the 
Public Works crew in the absence of the Public Works Foreman. In the absence of the 
Public Works Foreman the Utility III will report to the Public Works Director. 
 
Essential Duties/Functions and Responsibilities 

1. Communicate effectively and courteously with City employees and the public and 
establish effective working relationships. 

2. Assist the Public Works Foreman with the installation, inspection, operation, 
maintenance and repair of the Water Treatment Facilities and the Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities. 

3. Monitor controls, mechanical, digital, electronic, and water systems. Analyze data 
and perform periodic and emergency inspections and tests of systems as 
necessary.   

4. Produce and maintain technical records and documents as required by state and 
federal agencies. 

5. Troubleshoot and perform extensive preventative maintenance activities, with 
wastewater, storm water, water, street, or park systems.  Includes flushing the 
water system and performing smoke testing as I & I protocol requires. 
Maintenance of the City’s poplar plantation, as part of the wastewater facility 
management plan.  

6. Keeps inventory and orders parts and supplies for Public Works.  Does general 
requests for quotes and bids for larger equipment. Coordinates with work order 
requests, and schedules work with available resources. 

7. Perform lab work and other readings and has the ability to work with chemicals. 
Order lab supplies and equipment as needed for treatment requirements. 

8. Install, inspect, operate, maintain and repair storm drains, catch basins, pump 
stations, manholes, sewer lines, culverts.  



9. Assist public works staff with water treatment and distribution systems.  Read 
and install new water meters.  Install, inspect, operate, maintain and repair water 
lines and install new water services.  

10. Maintain and operate generators.  
11. Must safely operate City vehicles and equipment, including backhoe, tractor, 

dump truck, front end loader, jack hammer, jet rodder, forklift, and power tools.  
12. Utilize proper safety protocol, including working in confined spaces, and verifying 

that Public Works Crew is also working safely. 
13. Keep supervisor informed of job-related matters. Willingly accepts direction                                      

from supervisor and other staff. 
 
Non-Essential Duties:  As a member of the Public Works crew, this employee will work 
as part of a team that that performs maintenance work such as painting, and 
landscaping in parks areas and on other City owned facilities.   
 
Qualifications and Experience: 
 
Minimum:  High School Diploma or GED or equivalent is required. At least five years 
related experience in a municipal or special district water and sewer systems. Employee 
must possess the following certifications: 

• Wastewater Treatment 1 

• Wastewater Collection 1 

• Water Distribution 1 

• Oregon Commercial Driver’s license (CDL) or must obtain within 6 months of hire 
 
Desirable:  Knowledge of the principles and practices of repair, maintenance, and 
construction of such things as water, wastewater, storm water, and street systems.  
Ability to understand and carry out instructions, work independently and with others and 
perform physical tasks in adverse weather conditions.  Ability to keep accurate, detailed 
records and do simple arithmetic.  Ability to work safely with chlorine and other various 
chemicals.  Knowledge to instruct other Public Works crew members on matters of 
safety including the safe use of chemicals and equipment.   
 
Work Relationships: 
The employee works under supervision, and can lead work crews, providing some 
direction or supervision to other Public Works crew members.  Most tasks are assigned 
orally.  Work is reviewed less frequently than the work of Utility II employees.  As the 
Utility III employee learns tasks, supervision becomes more general, and work is 
reviewed less frequently.  The employee will often work independently, will often work 
with other co-workers, and will have frequent public contact. 
 
Physical and Mental Demands: 
The work is moderately to highly physical, with periods of walking, kneeling, reaching, 
standing, hearing and seeing.  Heavy physical labor can occur, details in physical 
assessment.  Reading and comprehension skills are routinely required on an everyday 
basis and are used on a regular basis for troubleshooting equipment.  The incumbent 
will also operate a computer, or hand-held devices used by Public Works to read meters. 
 
Work Conditions: The majority of each day will be spent outdoors, although some of it 
may be spent in controlled environment.  This employee will often work at other locations 



in the City, such as the water plant, wastewater facility, storm lifts, sewer lifts, and other 
City facilities. Physical tasks are sometimes performed in adverse weather conditions.  
The incumbent is on-call on occasion in order to respond to emergencies and other 
urgent needs, often during unusual hours, and in adverse weather conditions.  Public 
Works employees are often first responders to any local emergencies declared by the 
regional emergency coordinator in Linn County, City Administrator, Public Works 
Director or by local EMS agencies.  
 
Attendance Requirements:  Most work is done during the day, with occasional work 
being required in the evenings or on weekends and with occasional emergency work 
being required in the evenings or on weekends.  This employee is part of a rotational 
shift for being on-call and doing chores on weekends.  
 



Physical Requirements: Heavy Work Position 
 

POSITION INFORMATION: 

Job Title: Public Works Utility III                  Employer: The City of Harrisburg  Dept./Location: Public Works   

 
Frequency Definitions: 
(N) Never: Not required and not done on the job. 
(R) Rare: May be required on a very infrequent basis; less than 1% work shift; may occur 1 - 5  times/minutes per shift. 
(O) Occasional: Occurs between 1% – 33% of an 8-hour work shift; total of up to 2.5 hours per 8-hour shift. 
(F)  Frequent: Occurs between 34% - 66% of an 8-hour work shift; total of between 2.6 hours to 5.0 hours per 8-hour shift. 
(C) Continuous: Occurs between 67% to 100% of an 8-hour shift; total of between 5.1 hours to 8.0 hours per 8-hour shift.   

 

WORKING CONDITIONS 

Particular working conditions associated with this position.  Check or list below, indicating frequency for each condition (N, R, O, F, C – refer to Frequency 
Definitions above). Provide specific details as to condition. 

N R O F C Condition Descriptive Details/Comments 

  X   Indoors       

   X  Outdoors       

 X    Extended work hours       

    X Travel to multiple worksites       

  X   Slippery surfaces       

   X  Low background noise       

   X  Moderate background noise       

  X   High background noise       

  X   Fumes/odors       

  X   Respiratory protection       

  X   Dust       

   X  Varied/extreme temperatures       

  X   Cramped workspace       

 X X   Exposure to hazardous materials Certification to handle occasional chemicals and Chlorine tablets 

  X   Personal protective equip. required       

   X  Glove use       

 X    Vibration – whole body       

 X    Vibration–extremity (arm, leg ,hand)       

     Other (specify)             

     Other (specify)             

 

Completed by:   Title:   Date:   



MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT USED 

Particular materials and/or equipment used with this position.  Check or list below, indicating frequency for each condition (N, R, O, F, C – refer to Frequency 
Definitions above). Provide specific detail as to work tasks and materials/equipment used. 

N R O F C Condition Descriptive Details/Comments  

  X   Computer       

  X   Mouse/Trackball       

 X    Ten Key/Calculator       

  X   Copier       

 X    Fax Machine       

  X   E-mail       

   X  Telephone       

  X   Heavy Equipment       

  X   Hand Tools       

  X   Power Tools       

 X    Hydraulic Equipment       

   X  Automobile  (company  personal )       

     Other (specify)             

     Other (specify)             

 

PHYSICAL DEMANDS 

Particular physical demands associated with this position.  Check or list below, indicating frequency for each condition (N, R, O, F, C – refer to Frequency 
Definitions above). Provide specific detail as to height of lift/lower, distance of reaching, average/emergency situations, etc. 

N R O F C Physical Demand Descriptive Details/Comments 

   X  Standing       

   X  Walking       

  X   Sitting       

   X  Driving       

   X  
Lifting/Lowering     (Max: 50 Avg. 20 lbs.) 

with assistive equipment? Yes     No X 

      

   X  Carrying                (Max: 50     Avg. 10 lbs.)       

  X   Pushing                 (Max: 40     Avg. 20 lbs.)       

  X   Pulling                   (Max: 40     Avg. 10 lbs.)       

  X   Dragging       

  X   Climbing                              (Max height: 30’)       

  X   Stairs       

 X    Work at heights       

  X   Uneven Surfaces       

  X   Balancing        



PHYSICAL DEMANDS (CONTINUED) 

Particular physical demands associated with this position.  Check or list below, indicating frequency for each condition (N, R, O, F, C – refer to Frequency 
Definitions above). Provide specific detail as to height of lift/lower, distance of reaching, average/emergency situations, etc. 

N R O F C Physical Demand Descriptive Details/Comments 

  X   Stooping       

  X   Twisting       

  X   Kneeling       

  X   Crouching       

 X    Crawling       

  X   Unexpected motions/reactions       

  X   Reaching overhead       

  X   Reaching forward       

  X   Reaching shoulder level       

 X    Reaching backward       

   X  Handling       

  X   Pinching       

   X  Grasping       

    X Seeing       

   X  Writing       

   X  Depth Perception       

   X  Color Vision       

     Other (specify)             

     Other (specify)             

 

Completed by:   Title:   Date:   

 

 

Completed by:   Title:   Date:   

 

 

Completed by:   Title:   Date:   

 

 
 
 

 




