
 
 

Harrisburg Planning Commission Minutes 
September 18, 2018  

 
The Harrisburg Planning Commission met on this date at the Harrisburg Senior Center, located 
at 354 Smith St, at the hour of 7:04pm.  Presiding was Chairperson Todd Culver.  Also present 
were as follows: 
• Roger Bristol 
• Kurt Kayner 
• David Smid 
• City Administrator/Planner Brian Latta 
• City Recorder/Asst. City Administrator Michele Eldridge 
Absent this evening were Commissioners Kent Wullenwaber and Rhonda Giles.  Latta noted for 
the record that Vice-Chair Charlotte Thomas had been appointed to the City Council, and the 
City was advertising for the open position.   
 
Nominations for a Vice-Chair to replace former Commissioner Charlotte Thomas 

• Kayner nominated Roger Bristol to be Vice-Chair; he was seconded by Smid.  The 
Planning Commission then voted unanimously to appoint Roger Bristol to be the 
Vice-Chair of the Planning Commission.  

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

• Kayner motioned to approve the minutes, and was seconded by Bristol.  The 
Planning Commission then voted unanimously to approve the minutes of June 19, 
2018. 

 
Alton Variance Request (LU392) 

 
Chairperson Culver read aloud the script as required by land use laws, along with the 
process of requesting a continuance, and the process to request the record remain open.  
 
The Public Hearing was opened at the hour of 7:07pm. 
 
Chairperson Culver asked if there were any conflicts of interest, or ex parte contact to 
declare.  There were no conflicts of interest, or potential conflicts declared, and no 
rebuttals of such.   There was also no other ex parte contacts declared, or any rebuttals 
of such.  
 
Applicant’s Presentation:  The applicant gave a presentation outlining why they felt that they 
should be granted a variance for a porch to be located within the setback area on the south side 
of the old Church located at 396 S. 2nd St; reiterating the information in the application packet.  
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Staff Report:  Latta reviewed the criteria and findings of fact as presented in the staff report for 
the variance request.   
 
Other than the applicant, nobody was present that wished to provide testimony, whether 
in favor, in opposition, or neutral to the land use request being considered.   
 
The Public Hearing was closed at the hour of 7:22pm.  
 

• Bristol motioned to approve the Variance, Case Number 392.  This motion is based 
on findings presented in the September 11, 2018 staff report to the Planning 
Commission, and findings made by the Planning Commission during 
deliberations on the request.  He was seconded by Smid.  The Planning 
Commission then voted unanimously to approve the Variance, Case No. 392, for 
Diane and Charles Alton, to reduce the side setback on the south side of the 
property located at 396 S. 2nd St.  

 
 
McCracken Conditional Use Permit (LU #396) and Site Plan Review Request (LU394) 
 
Chairperson Culver read aloud the script as required by land use laws, along with the 
process of requesting a continuance, and the process to request the record remain open.  
 
The Public Hearing was opened at the hour of 7:24pm. 
 
Chairperson Culver asked if there were any conflicts of interest, or ex parte contact to 
declare.  There were no conflicts of interest, or potential conflicts declared, and no 
rebuttals of such.   There was also no other ex parte contacts declared, or any rebuttals 
of such.  
 
Applications Presentation:  Applicant Ken Evans, of Evans Building Company Inc., 
representing McCracken Motor Freight Company, was present.  He reviewed the reasons why 
the applicant felt justified in asking to encroach on the greenway for maneuvering of vehicles, 
and the mitigation that they were prepared to do to be allowed to do so.  He also reviewed in 
detail the information in relation to the site plan, as shown in the application materials.  Relatives 
of Curtis McCracken, and CEO Mychell (Myke) Lake were also present, and chimed in on the 
report and the use of the property when needed.  
 
Staff Report: Latta reviewed the Conditional Use Criteria in relation to the impacts on the 
Willamette River Greenway, explaining that the Greenway was an overlay zone within the 
industrial zone in this location.  He felt that the 16 criteria were met.  He also reviewed the 
Conditional Use Criteria, and the Site Plan Review Criteria, as stated in the staff report.    
 
Nobody present, other than the applicants, wished to provide testimony, whether in 
favor, in opposition, or neutral to the land use request being considered.   
 
At the hour of 7:53pm, the public hearing was closed. 
 
The Planning Commission discussed, and decided that they wanted to add an additional 
condition to the approval of this request, in order to require that a Covenant of Non-
remonstrance regarding a Waiver of Liability and Release Agreement, releasing the City from 
liabilities in relation to erosion on the Willamette River Bank, be included in the list of conditions.   
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• Smid motioned to approve the McCracken Conditional Use Permit (LU#396), 
subject to the conditions of approval contained in the September 11, 2018 staff 
report.  This motion is based on findings contained in the September 11, 2018 
staff report, and on findings made during deliberations on the request.  He was 
seconded by Kayner, and the Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve 
the McCracken Conditional Use permit (LU #396). 

• Smid then motioned to amend the Conditions of Approval, to add No. 15 that ‘prior 
to the issuance of building permits, the applicant shall provide the City with a 
Covenant of Non-Remonstrance regarding a Waiver of Liability and Release 
Agreement, releasing the City of all liabilities with respect to any Willamette River 
Bank Erosion affecting the subject property.  The Covenant of Non-remonstrance 
shall be recorded with Linn County’.  He was seconded by Kayner, and the 
Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve the amendment to the 
conditions of approval to add number 15 to the list in relation to erosion of the 
river bank on the Willamette River.  

• Bristol motioned then to approve the McCracken Site Plan Review (LU #394), 
subject to the conditions of approval contained in the September 11, 2018 staff 
report.  This motion is based on findings contained in the September 11, 2018 
staff report, and on findings made during deliberations on the request.  He was 
seconded by Kayner, and the Planning Commission voted unanimously to approve 
the McCracken Site Plan Review.  

 
Others: 

• Latta reviewed the amount of commercial construction that was going on in the City, and 
noted that the Planning Commission would be hearing a site plan from Farmer’s Helper 
in October, and a future request from Precision Prefinishing.  He would be working on 
the overlay zones in future code amendments.  He also encouraged the Planning 
Commission to find members to fill the vacancy provided by Charlotte Thomas’s 
appointment to the City Council.   

 
 
With no further business to discuss, the Planning Commission meeting adjourned at the 
hour of 8:07pm. 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
Planning Commission Chairperson   City Recorder 
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